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MSH POLICE LT. BERNICE THOMAS RETIRES AFTER 36 YEARS 

 

WHITFIELD—Mississippi State Hospital Police Department Lieutenant Bernice Thomas of 

Brandon recently retired from service at the hospital after 36 years. 

 

Thomas was honored by her friends and coworkers in a reception attended by friends, family and 

employees who had gotten to know her during her 36 years at the hospital.  She began working at the 

hospital in 1976.  During her time there, she attended and graduated from the Mississippi Law 

Enforcement Officers Training Academy, worked in several different areas of the hospital, and has 

held several different supervisory roles.   

 

MSH Police Chief James Blackwell presented Lt. Thomas with a plaque in appreciation of her 

decades of service to the hospital.  Friends of Mississippi State Hospital, a volunteer organization, 

also presented her with a plaque in recognition of her dedication to the hospital.   

 

 

 
MSH, a facility of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in the quality of life 

for Mississippians who are in need of mental health, chemical dependency or nursing home services, by rehabilitating to the least 

restrictive environment, utilizing a range of psychiatric and medical services, which reflect the accepted standard of care and are in 

compliance with statutory and regulatory guidelines. The hospital is accredited by the Joint Commission. 
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PHOTO ATTACHED: MSH Police Department Chief James Blackwell (left) presents Lt. 

Bernice Thomas with a plaque in recognition of her years of service to the hospital.  Lt. 

Thomas retired this month after 36 years of service. 


